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The President’s Turn
Jerry Chandler, President 2010\

Mike and Cynthia Gibson did a great job last month with an all-day handson session on turning and decorating an oriental bowl and then an
evening demonstration on a beaded bowl and decorating design ideas.
We’re fortunate to have many in our chapter with talent like these two who
are willing to share their knowledge with the rest of us. That sharing of
knowledge is really the reason we exist.
Also, congratulations to Mike Gibson for winning the $25 cash prize for
the “Roman Canteen Challenge” we conducted last month. We had
seven entries of canteens that had been turned using some of the
techniques that Don Griffiths had demonstrated at the June meeting.
Mike’s entry is second canteen
from the left. Wes Jones’ entry
that took second place is third
from the right. Stay tuned for
more challenges to come.

If you are a member of the American Association of Woodturners and have been to their website
lately you are probably aware of a controversy going on. I encourage you to visit the AAW web
site, www.supporttheaaw.com/index.html, for important details on an upcoming special
general membership meeting and proxy vote.
We continue to make improvements to our shop meeting facility with the addition of a 15” TV
monitor so the demonstrator can see what the audience is seeing on the new large 50” plasma
TV monitor. We also just installed casters on the five Jet 1220 lathes to make them easier to
move around and moved some floodlights to help light up the demo area. Thanks to all
members who have volunteered extra time to make all these things happen. Much of this has
been paid for through an Educational Opportunity Grant from AAW as we prepare to train other
demonstrators.
I hope you are planning to be here for the August 10th meeting with Joe Ruminski. Joe is a well
known North Carolina woodturner who teaches and demonstrates at many venues. He will also
be doing an all-day hands-on training session earlier that day for those lucky ones who have
signed up. I look forward to seeing you Tuesday evening.
Continued on Page 2
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August 10 Demonstration: Joe
Ruminski and “Projects to Turn
in an Evening”
By Bob Black
We anticipate this program will be one of the
best we will have this year. We urge you to
attend.
Joe Ruminski will be our demonstrator on
Tuesday night, August 10, 2010. His program
will be “Projects to Turn in an Evening”. The
following information is from Joe’s website
http://greenriverwoodworking.com/index.html.

displayed his wares at National Woodturners
Symposiums and worked with
the youth
Continued
on Page 2
program for the American Association of
Woodturners for the past three years. His
"Craft Corner" Performances have been
featured on local television shows. He is now
opening a classroom area in his own studio.
Classes are to start in May 2010.
Joe is a member of the Southern Highland
Craft Guild, past president and board
Association of Woodturners. He retired from
teaching and school administration in 2002
member of the Carolina Mountain
Woodturners and a member of the American
and works as a studio artist and teacher.”

Workshop with Joe Ruminski
By Bob Black
We are honored to also have Joe Ruminski
do an all day workshop for Chattahoochee
Woodturners at our shop on Tuesday, August
10, 2010 beginning at 9:00 AM.

“Artist Joe Ruminski started turning at the age
of 13. Over the past eight years, he has
attended more than 70 seminars, studying
with master craftsmen such as Ray Key, Mike
Mahoney, Gary Sanders, Nick Cook and
Bobby Clemons.
Having refined his techniques under these
renowned turners, Joe now applies his
knowledge and skills to creating imaginative
art, practical forms and unique gift items. With
impeccable standards, he has commercially
produced over 800 natural edge bowls,
utilitarian bowls, vases, Christmas tree
ornaments and art pieces. His work appears
in several prestigious places, including the
Biltmore Estate and numerous galleries in
Western North Carolina.
Joe Teaches at the Arrowmont School of Arts,
John C Campbell Folk Art School. He has

The two items we will turn are a Chalice
project which will be made with a long stem
using a blank of maple, cherry or poplar with
straight grain. 2" square by 7 inches long. The
other is a teardrop vase project hollowed from
the bottom. Dying will be an option for those
who choose. Wood will be provided.
We have 7 people signed up for the class. We
can accept three more turners. If you want to
come, the cost is $40 and you must bring your
own mini lathe and tools.
Please call me, Bob Black, at 770 271 8871
or email me at bobblack@atnex.net to get
your name on the list.

July Meeting Notes
by Mike Peace
Our very own Mike and Cynthia Gibson
(shown in photo on next page) were our tag
team presenters last month.
Continued on page 3
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Mike demonstrated doing a calabash type of
utility bowl with an emphasis on completing
without sandpaper by using good technique. He
turned a green cherry blank of about 8 to 10” in
diameter to completion and added beads to the
outside. He had very impressive technique for
turning one bead after another around most of
the exterior.. Here is the result:

Mike likes to use no sanding or finish for
these type of household utility bowls
preferring the finish to develop over time
from the patina of use. He demonstrates
shear scraping with a bowl gouge on the
inside of the fowl moving from center to
the inside wall. Some professional turners
seem to distain the use of scrapers, but
Mike does not hesitate to use a scraper to
improve the finish. He demonstrated the
use of a jam chuck to finish the bottom.
One of his tips was if you start getting
chatter inside the bowl, slow down the
feed rate.
Cynthia provided some useful information
on pyrography. Some of her points
included:

The picture on the right shows some of Mike’s
turnings. Most of the embellished pieces were
a collaborative effort with Cynthia doing the
surface embellishment.

•

Practice on a scrap of the same type of
wood prior to burning your project.

•

Doverpublications.com is an excellent
source for clipart you can transfer to
your work with graphite paper.

•

There are sources all around us for
patterns to use including:china, fabric
patterns, neckties, tooled leather and
silver engraving. There are even patter
books!

•

It is very difficult to do acceptable
animals if you can not draw.

•

The Razertip is a good unit.

•

Start at a low heat range – more
forgiving than high!
Continued on page 4
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•

Three tips are probably plent: a skew or
knife tip, a writing tip with a ball and a
shader.

•

Burning technique takes a lot of practice.
Think of using the burning tip more like a
brush rather than a pencil. Think of a plane
touching down and taking off.

July Show and Tell

This woodburned plate illustrates what
Cynthia was trying to teach us.

Meeting attendance was 24.
Thanks to Andy Smith for leading the post
meeting cleanup.

Gibson Workshop
Mike and Cynthia Gibson certainly earned their
CWT Instructor shirts with their excellent
hands-on workshop.
Mike demonstrated turning a Japanese tea cup
to embellish. Cynthia provided some
instruction on surface embellishing. We all had
the opportunity to test out different
woodburning units and hand pieces. Mike
Peace, Bob Black, Ron Norris, Jerry Chandler,
Dan Albertus, Ryan Gipson and Bill McMahan
participated in the July hands on workshop.

Here is a display of some of our actual
workshop results. Like Cynthia says,
woodburning takes practice!

Continued on page 5
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Editors Note: After getting inspired by Cynthia’s
woodburning, I found this wonderful site with
some great information on pyrography:
http://www.nedraspyrography.com/
I finally decided to get an Optima 1 dual burner
and two heavy duty pens from
http://www.gregdorrance.com/ The Optima is
very similar to the Razertip unit Cynthia uses but
at lower cost. Bob Aldea has one and also
recommends it.

Chattahoochee Website Updates
Thanks to our Webmaster, Paul Proffitt,
registered members can now see Minutes of the
Board of Director meetings on our website under
Articles.
You can upload your own Photo or remind me to
take your picture at one of the meetings and I will
add it to your profile. We do not have a photo for
the following members on the website:
Sarah Baxter
Ray Gentry
Richard Golden
Jack Nelson
Mike Sewell
Danny Thompson
Mike Welborn
Donald Wilkins
Eric Winney
I want your Newsletter input to include Articles,
News items, tips, hints, suggestions or classified
advertisements to list your surplus equipment or
supplies for sale, etc.).
Contact me at mtpeace@bellsouth.net, 770-2051610.

AAW Exhibition, Turning 25 – A
Celebration
Our chapter will participate in this AAW Exhibition
with the club’s entry to be selected from a club
competition late in the year. Chapter members
wishing to compete must be AAW members. If
the winning entry is sold while on exhibit, the
member who turned it would get 70% of the
proceeds coming to the club. Details are on the

AAW website.
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/Ex
hibit/

Meet the Board
Bob Black, VP, Program and Training
Chair
As a kid I lived all over the southeast from
Florida (birthplace) to NE Arkansas. We
lived in some interesting places. In New
Orleans I could walk along side Canal Blvd
through continuous raised cemeteries
almost all the way to the third grade. In
Vicksburg we lived 5 houses from Sky Farm
on Sky Farm Hill which dated back to the
late unpleasantness, and joined the large
Federal Battlefield Park.
I came home from Auburn for Thanksgiving
in 1957 and my dad decided we needed a
wood lathe for our Christmas present
whereupon we went down to Sears on
Ponce and bought one. The lathe was one
of those round bed Craftsman shakers.
Being an only child it came to me after I
graduated from Auburn having a year in the
middle at Ga. Tech. I turned on it on and off
and thought I’d never be able to get a 4
speed Delta. Those things cost in the
neighborhood of $2500 at the time.
I worked on the shop tools I inherited for a
number of years. The shop included an 8”
Craftsman table saw, 4” jointer, no planer
and somewhere I acquired a Walker Turner
drill press. A partner and I bought a store
Stone Mountain and restored the building in
the middle seventies. A the time we were
buying molding from a lumber yard at Sam’s
Crossing in DeKalb County that had shut
down and sold out to Marta as the rail line
extended past Decatur. The lumberyard guy
had his father’s defunct cabinet shop in
Scottdale. We bought all of the power tools
except a 36” band saw that we couldn’t
figure out how to move.
When we broke up the partnership I got the
tools. A Unisaw, 17” Delta HD drill press,
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12” Parks planer, Delta HD shaper, 14” Delta
band saw and a 6” Delta jointer. They were all
1950’s vintage. I thought I had arrived in the
workshop world. I sold the Parks planer and the
shaper when I upgraded, my son has the band
saw and jointer and Unisaw and the drill press
are still going strong in my shop.
In the 90’s my oldest son and I started buying
tools at auction. The idea was that we might
make a little money, but the basic philosophy
was to buy two, rebuild, sell one and keep one.
This was in the era when local schools were
getting out of wood shop education. We would
buy anywhere, but most of it came from
schools. We had some exciting times. We
showed up at a Fulton county auction to pay for
two 8” jointers and a couple of lathes and found
we had also bought four 18” planers. We
gulped, told them we had to get more money,
drove an 18’ rental truck downtown to meet my
wife who had gotten money out of savings,
went back and paid for the planers and sold two
of them to a local machinery dealer before the
day was out for what we had in all four. Once at
a Cobb county auction we bought 5 Delta lathes
on purpose.
I took a minivan to Americus for a live auction at
a large woodworking rebuild shop that had shut
down. I came home with three complete table
saws and had to go back in a 24’ van to haul
two more lots home. One lot was 5 pallets of
bandsaws and the other was 6 pallets of table
saws. All of this stuff was in parts. Lots of parts
lived on the driveway until we could work them
off which didn’t please my wife.
My best deal was a 1”, 5 HP Beach shaper that
was given to me. It’s still in my shop. Don’t ask
what I’ve spent of rebuilding this freebie. I
guess my prize, at least in my mind, is my 16”
Newman jointer 5 HP direct drive built 1939 that
I bought online from IRS in Kannapolis, NC. It
was described at 575 volt which is an odd
voltage but was common in old textile mills in
the Carolinas. Got it home, found out it was
really 220 volt, the bearings were good and I
was a really happy camper, especially when I
found out that I was the second owner.
Newman is still in business in Greensboro, NC.

I’ve since acquired one of their mortisers
that is nearing completion. I think it is the
smallest of the cast iron floor model
mortisers. As you might suspect I’m the only
kid on my block with 3 phase power.
There is a Northfield 20” bandsaw in my
shop that followed me home from Georgia
Maple Block in Griffin when they went out of
business. The coolest buy was a Tannewitz
XJS table saw. The XJS has what is called a
rolling table. The left hand table rolls on
bearing on cast iron ways and will move
about 3” to the left to accommodate dado
stacks. The table surface is scraped just like
machine tools. The saw was in a Lockheed
auction. Condition was pretty much like new.
My son wanted it bad. He gave me $1500 to
buy the saw. I bid it in, paid the buyers
premium, $50 to the rigger to load it and had
about $13 bucks for gas for two trips to
Marietta and lunch out of the $1500. He
talked to Tannewitz and found out the saw
was built in 1983 and sold new to Lockheed
for a bit of $23,000. There is a lot of mil spec
in that price for the normal price on the saw
was in the $10-15,000 range.
I’ve turned on several lathes since the
Craftsman. There has been a Delta
Standard duty, a Powermatic 45 and then a
Model 90 and currently I’m turning on a
Delta Heavy Duty. The plan is to complete
rebuilds on the lathes on hand and turn
them into a 3520 Powermatic unless a
Oneway turns up at a really good price.
Georgia National Fair - 2010
by Wes Jones
The annual woodturning display and sale at
the Georgia National Fair in Perry is coming
up soon. This event for woodturners in
Georgia just gets bigger and bigger every
year, thanks to the tireless efforts of our
coordinator, Fred Morris
rfmorris@bellsouth.net . Anyone can enter
turned pieces in the display; there is no
jurying or photos required. Here are some
of the details involved:
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Entry forms must be postmarked by September
1.
There is a $5 non-refundable fee for each piece
entered.
There are 5 categories of turnings (see
attached entry form).

Chattahoochee Woodturners and I would be
glad to answer any questions you may have. I
am going to be on vacation this year during the
Fair, but I have been working to finish up
several pieces to enter.

Each piece should be given a sales price or
marked “Not For Sale”.

If you have never entered woodturnings in the
Fair before, I want to encourage you to do so
this year. I think you will find it to be a very
positive experience.

No commissions will be charged on sales.

wwjones@comcast.net

If a piece is sold, it must remain on display
through the close of the show.

770 972-6803

The Fair will send you a check for sold pieces
at the end of October.
Award ribbons and over $3000 in prize money
will be awarded for the best turnings.
Dave Barriger from Apopka, FL will be the
woodturning judge this year.
Dave will critique the entries from 10-2 on
October 10.
Turnings must be delivered Sept 10-11 and
picked up Oct 19-20.
It is suggested that turners work together to
deliver and pick-up the pieces.

Classifieds
Woodturning Instruction
The following club members give private
woodturning instruction in their shops.
Dan Albertus, 404-702-0400, Building &
design of woodturning shops,
www.appalachianwoodturnings.com
Wes Jones 770-972-6803
wwjones@comcast.net
Jack Morse, 770-316-7941,
johmmorse@bellsouth.net

Once again this year, we are soliciting turners
to work as docents at the Fair, talking to visitors
about woodturning and explaining what it is all
about. We will have a flyer to hand out that lists
all 15 woodturning chapters in the state with
contact information for each. If you are willing
to work as a docent for 2-3 hours, you can get
into the Fair for free and receive free parking.
This is an excellent opportunity to do a little
woodturning education with the public. Contact
Fred to sign up.
New this year is the opportunity to actually
demonstrate woodturning at the Fair. We will
have 2 full-size lathes available for your use.
You are invited to demonstrate anything you
would like and to sell your work without
commission. Contact Fred for a demonstration
time slot.
I am coordinating the Fair activities this year for

By Paul Proffitt
There will be an 'open shop' sale August 7,
2010 from 9 am to 3 pm. Barbara Reinhardt
and her son Rob are selling an entire shop full
of stationary and hand tools that belonged to
her late husband Robert. The address in
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This will be a cash only sale although checks from people we* know may be accepted at the
owner's discretion. Pricing will be intended to get the stuff sold, but she's not going to give it away.
If you don't want to wait for August 7th to make an offer on a piece of equipment please contact
Paul Proffitt at paul@netproffitt.com (preferred) or 678 551-2022 (8 AM – 8 PM). Equipment will
be marked as SOLD on the website (www.GeorgiaWoodworkers.com/Reinhardt) as deals are
made prior to August 7th.
Each major piece of equipment is listed online with one or more pictures at:
www.GeorgiaWoodworkers.com/Reinhardt
* Paul and Annette Proffitt, Suwanee, GA are helping advertise and manage this sale. They are members of
the Gwinnett Woodworkers Association and Paul is a member of the AAW and Chattahoochee Woodturners.
Paul owns the website for GeorgiaWoodworkers.com which serves as an independent information source for
and about woodworkers in Georgia. Through his company, NetProffitt Enterprises, Paul design, manages,
optimizes, hosts and advertises websites for small and medium size businesses.

CWT Officers for 2010
The following members were elected as officers for the following year:
President Jerry Chandler jwc43@bellsouth.net
Vice-President Bob Black bobblack@atnex.net
Secretary Mike Peace mtpeace@bellsouth.net
Treasurer Ron Norris norris4747@comcast.net
Board Members at Large
Mike Gibson msgibson00@gmail.com and
Theron Rogers theron_rogers@msn.com
Ex Officio Board Member, Past President Wes Jones wwjones@comcast.net
We also want to recognize the following Committee Chair volunteers:
Dan Albertus, Library Chair
Bob Black, Program & Training Chair
Bill McMahan, Food Chair
Jack Morse, Raffle Chair
Mike Peace, Newsletter Chair
Paul Proffitt, Website Chair

2010 Program & Events Schedule
Date
Aug 10
Aug 10
Sep 14
Sep 17-19
Oct 7-14
Oct 12
Nov 9
Dec 14

Presenter
Joe Ruminski

Dave Hout

Jerry Chandler
Bob Schlowsky

Topic
Meeting Demo: Projects for an Evening/ Shaped Sculptural
Stand
Hands-on Workshop with Joe Ruminski starting at 9AM
Metal Spinning
Turning Southern Style – 2010 Symposium at Unicoi
State Fair with Turning Exhibitions, Perry, GA
Christmas Ornaments
High Quality Photographs With Simple Equipment
http://sportsletters.schlowsky.com/
Christmas Party
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