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The President’s Turn
Jerry Chandler, President 2011

At the March meeting Mike Peace did a great job of demonstrating how to turn a winged box. He
also included a number of safety tips that should be part of every turner’s standard operating
procedure. You can find Mike’s excellent handout for this project on the CWT website. Log in to
the CWT MEMBER ACCESS section and click on the Class Notes tab. If you don’t know how
to do this, just contact Mike at mtpeace@bellsouth.net and he’ll be glad to help you.
Also at our March meeting we had a demonstration of a new audio system to help us better hear
the demonstrator’s presentation, and we were all very impressed. The Board of Directors
approved the purchase of the system and it is on order now. This was made possible for the
very successful raffle and auction at our December 2010 Christmas Gathering. Thanks to all
who bought raffle tickets and/or bid on the auction items.
At the April meeting Wes Jones will be demonstrating how to process green wood for wood
turnings. This is a fundamentally important thing to know if you are now, or want to be, an
accomplished woodturner, and Wes is highly qualified to teach this. This will be great
information for all turners regardless of your experience level.
Our new Training Chairman, Don Griffiths, hosted our first 2011 Turning Saturday on March 12th
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Baxter’s Shop. See Don’s write-up on this later in this newsletter.
Don also asks that you contact him with your ideas for future Turning Saturday projects. See him
at the April meeting or call him at 770-535-0341. This program is an outreach to all new or
experienced turners who want to learn more about woodturning.
In the April, 2011 issue of American Woodturner two of our members, Mike Peace and Wes
Jones, had tips published in the Woodturners Chatter section. It’s always good to see our
members being recognized for their skills and knowledge. Congratulations Mike and Wes. If you
know of other instances of our members being published, please let me know so we can
recognize their accomplishment.
I want to remind you again to make your plans to attend the 2011 Southern States Symposium in
Gainesville April 29th, 30th, and May 1st. Check out their web site at
www.southernstatessymposium.org for details on the schedule of demonstrators and information
on how to sign up. Chattahoochee Woodturners will be sponsoring two rotations at the
Symposium by Frank Penta on the fundamentals of planning and conducting an effective
woodturning demonstration. We’ll also be conducting a more in-depth workshop on this topic
June 11th at Woodcraft in Atlanta. See Mike’s article on this later in this newsletter.
See you next Tuesday, April 12th. Don’t forget your show-and-tell items and something to
donate for the raffle.
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April 12 Demonstration - Dealing
With Green Wood
Wes Jones will tell us
how best to deal with
green or wet wood.
Wes says he won’t be
making any chips, but
will talk about how to
prepare green wood for
turning and how to
minimize cracking of
turned pieces.
His handout, which we will post on the
chapter website, will cover shrinkage
characteristics for various wood species. He
will explain why wood shrinks and cracks and
talk about ways to deal with these problems.
Some of the techniques he will discuss are
stabilization, slow drying, alcohol treatment,
detergent treatment, and boiling.
Wes retired as a fiber optic design engineer
with Lucent Technologies and Bell
Laboratories before going full-time with
woodturning. He specializes in large
decorative pieces, such as bowls, hollow
forms, and vases. He is most well known for
his large hollow form creations made from
native trees. His pieces can be found in
private collections throughout the country and
have been displayed at the Reinhardt College
Museum of Art, the Georgia National Fair, the
John C. Campbell Folk School Woodturning
Studio, and at various art shows and
woodturning symposiums. His work is
available in a number of fine art galleries in
the state.
He is an avid supporter of the Woodturning
Exhibit at the Georgia National Fair, where he
has won numerous awards and has been
selected for various purchase awards. Like
many of us he holds memberships in several
woodturning clubs and is currently serving
Chattahoochee as Vice-President.

March Meeting Notes
Looks like we had a
pretty good turnout
with about 30
attendees, including
a couple of guests,
for Mike’s
demonstration on

Continued on Page 2

Winged Boxes. Feedback on the sound
system we tried out seemed to be a universal
thumbs up.
No one was injured in the production of Mike’s
winged box and the #1 rule of woodturning
was not violated: “Don’t get blood on the
wood.” For those who were not able to attend,
note that Mike’s handout is available on our
website under the Class Notes tab but only
after logging into the site.
Special thanks to:
•

Bill McMahan for fixing Sloppy Joe’s

•

Jerry Chandler’s wife for being our
“Cookie Lady”

•

Lemuel Verner for the emergency
camcorder repair

•

Jack Morse for wielding a cleanup
broom and pan

•

All who brought in stuff for the raffle

•

All who supported the club buying
raffle tickets

Bob Black - Quiet Stalwart
Jerry Chandler
presented Bob Black
with a framed AAW
Certificate of
Recognition for all of
the many
contributions he has
made to our chapter.
You can see the
write up on Bob’s
award on the AAW
site.
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Ridge Parkway in Asheville.

Turning Saturday April 16
By Don Griffiths
In my role as the new Training Chairman, I
will be hosting our second 2011 Turning
Saturday on April 16th from 10:00 AM to 2:00
PM at Baxter’s Shop. The project for this
month will be the tooth pick holder that Brian
Simmons showed in his article in Wood
Magazine. If you have a favorite tool bring it.
Also if you have a 3" square x 6" long of your
favorite wood bring it also. We reduced the
cost from $10 to $ 5 ( to cover heat and
electric). Bring a sack lunch. Drinks are
available for $1.
I may post a flyer about the class at the local
college or High School in an effort to reach
new turners. The goal is to get the class up to
15 or so. If this happens, we will need a
couple of helpers.
You may sign up at the April meeting or call
me at 770-535-0341. If you know of anyone
outside the club interested in trying the class
have them call me. Let me know your ideas
for future Turning Saturday sessions.

Roadtrip to Asheville, NC
By Bob Black
As our newly minted Membership Chairman, I
organized a road trip to Asheville, NC on
March 18 & 19th to visit the largest AAW club
in the US. Joe Ruminski, one of last year’s
CWT demonstrators made us aware that
Carolina Mountain Woodturners (CMW) have
a very active program to recruit new
members. It seems that if the largest club was
recruiting then we might learn something from
them.
Four of our members made the trek: Bob
Black, John Moss, Mike Peace and Ron
Norris. Joe Ruminski set up a meeting at his
teaching studio on Friday afternoon. We had
a very productive meeting with Joe and
Tucker Garrison, President of CMW. CMW
meets at the Folk Art Center on the Blue
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The meeting
runs from 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM.
The meeting
area is an
auditorium with
a 250 seat
capacity.
Two folding
cabinets on
casters contains
a library rivaling
what you would
find at Highland
Woodworking.
The club has a a Stubby
lathe hauled in for every
meeting with a trailer
stored off site. They
have a least 6
Saturdays during the
year when they set up
the 11 mini lathes at
some venue and have
prospective members
turn something simple like a honey dipper.
They emphasized that putting the tool in the
person’s hand and having them turn
something gets much better results than
plain demos in front of a crowd.
Impressive facts about Carolina Mountain
Woodturners:
•

Membership 300+

•

Is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit enabling tax
deductible gifts to the club

•

Endowment fund of close to $100,000

•

Annual budget of about $26,000 with
mostly big name demonstrators

Dale Larson, also a member of the AAW
board of directors, was the demonstrator.
Two other AAW board members attending
Continued on page 4

were Warren Carpenter, a CMW member and
Jean LeGwin of Wilmington, SC.

Wes Jones 770-972-6803
wwjones@comcast.net
Jack Morse, 770-316-7941,
johmmorse@bellsouth.net

Dues for 2011
By Ron Norris, Treasurer

For Sale: Delta Standard Duty Lathe.
I am still collecting dues for 2011. Dues are still a
low of $25 per person, $30 for the entire family.
You can send your check to me at 4747
Creekwood Drive, Gainesville, GA 30507.

Turning News, Tips or Techniques
by Mike Peace
We Jones pointed me to this short video which
takes you behind the scenes into one of the
biggest drum factories in the world in Bali.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dF9F1rNMOy
8&NR=1
Here is a link to a Youtube video on how to make
a simple needle case for your sweetie. Make a
Needle Case

2011 Officers
President: Jerry Chandler, 770-534-2649
VP/Program Chair: Wes Jones, 770-972-6803
Secretary: Mike Peace, 770-205-1610
Treasurer: Ron Norris, 770-654-7009
Members at Large:
Donald Wilkins, 770-932-7872

Model 46-221. 12” x 36” lathe with a 4 step
pulley and new variable frequency drive and a
new 1 HP, TEFC 3 phase motor. The gives
you the 4 mechanical speed to select the
speed range you want plus a single turn
button for electronic speed control with single
phase, 220V electrical input. The headstock
has new bearings. The lathe and stand has
been sandblasted, primed and painted. The
shipping weight is 305 lbs.
The price is $825 cash. Call Bob Black, 770
271 8871 or bobblack@atnex.net.

2011 Events Schedule
DATE

NAME

Apr 12
Apr
29May 1
May
10
June
11

Wes Jones
Gainesville,
GA

Jun 14
Jul 12
Aug 9

Bill McMahan, 770-869-7132
Contact any of the officers if you have any
suggestions or questions.

Sep 13

Woodturning Instruction
The following club members give private
instruction in their shops.
Dan Albertus, 404-702-0400, Building & design
of woodturning shops,
www.appalachianwoodturnings.com
Mike Gibson, 440 803 1438,
michaelgibsonwoodturner@gmail.com,
MichaelGibsonWoodturner.com

Sep
16-18
Oct 11
Nov 8
Dec 14

DEMO SUBJECT
Processing Green Wood
Southern States
Woodturning Symposium

TBD
Mike Peace
Jerry
Chandler
Bob Johnson
Jim Duxbury
Troy
Bledsoe
Leigh
Brookes

Joe Gettys
Phil Colson
Christmas
Party

All day Demonstrator
Workshop at Woodcraft
Pens
Kaleidoscopes
Basic Segmented Vessel
Carving on Turned Pieces
Turning Southern Style
Symposium at Unicoi
Tool making & Lidded box
Shapes & Forms
Dinner
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Interested in Demonstrating?
By Mike Peace
Our chapter committed to developing and delivering training to help new woodturning
demonstrators develop or improve their ability to demonstrate. Our project team of Jerry Chandler,
Dan Albertus and myself have been working diligently to deliver what the chapter promised AAW
when we applied for and were granted an Educational Opportunity Grant of $1400. Jerry
mentioned in his opening article the two rotations by Frank Penta at Southern States which we are
sponsoring. We have also developed an all day workshop to take this training to the next level. In
this June 11 workshop, participants will work as part of a team to prepare and deliver a
woodturning demonstration. They will be video recorded and receive feedback on what they can
do to improve. For more information on this workshop including required pre-work and an
application, go to the Chattahoochee Woodturners website and click on the Articles tab and then
click on Workshops. Don’t hesitate to button hole one of us if you have any questions.

March Show and Tell
Pictures by Mike Gibson

Andy Smith
Al Pannell
Al Pannell

Mike Peace

Ryan Gipson

Dan Douthart

Wes Jones

Mike & Cynthia Gibson

Curt Couch
This could be a picture of your work if
you brought something in for Show &
Tell!

Leigh Brookes

David Martin
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