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CHAPTER 112

Message from President
Carolyn Adams

Why join a woodturning club?
July 2016. John C. Campbell Folk School, Willard Baxter
Woodturning Studio. Weekend Session.
My brother, Michael Beasley, and I attended a weekend of
woodturning, in honor of our deceased father, William Kenneth
Beasley, master electrician and all around “jack of all trades”.
Tom Boley and Dale Bright took us on a journey that will last a lifetime... “when you get
home... find a club”! They said.
I did an internet search of local woodturning clubs and found Chattahoochee Wood
Turners (CWT), meeting in the late Willard Baxter’s personal shop. I called the listed president,
Bob Black. He spent 45 minutes telling me about the club and what to expect. We were at the next
club and joined right away! No regrets.
For a new turner the learning curves are many and varied. YouTube can be confusing
(except for our own Mike Peace, safety first) … lots of things can be vague and likely dangerous.
Monthly demonstrations and conversations have been so valuable!
I remember finding it challenging to find wood to turn! We stopped on the side of the road in
a random neighborhood and asked the homeowner if we could take wood that had been piled up on the
curb. He said yes and asked if I had joined a club yet? CWT member Ron Grindle owned that home
and confirmed what Bob had said:) Thanks Ron. Most of my projects to date are turned with wood
won during monthly raffles. It can take 2-3 years for green wood to dry, I wanted to turn “now”!
My brother and I have been adding to our tool box for 3 1/2 years and counting. We have
2 lathes, Jet 12/31 & 16/42, grinder, cbn wheels (Ken Rizza), jigs, adapters, gouges, skews, saws,
drill press, sanders, dust collector, buffers, paste, glue, finishes, and so much more! Some of my
favorite tools are homemade (thank you Mike Peace and all the HOW crew). I still attend monthly
HOW sessions when I can. Hands On Woodturning = HOW
I regret that I work a full time job and can’t help out at Eagle Ranch. Volunteer turners
form our club teach young students, weekly, the craft that I have become so passionate about.
Some day …
I work on club days and so having a wonderful meal ready when I arrive is a comfort!
Thanks Ken Spruill for going above and beyond feeding a hungry bunch of turners. Conversation
over comfort food is easy.
I’ve learned, at club, about things like American Association of Woodturners (AAW),
Symposiums, beads of courage, women in woodturning and lots of opportunities that are bigger
than CWT. I also applied and got a scholarship from our club for education of my choice, valued
at up to $250. I spent the day with Wes Jones learning finishing. Sand much? … I’m getting ready
to submit to AAW for another scholarship. Wish me luck.
I helped out in our clubs booth at ‘Market Place’ (local art festival) a couple of years ago
and had time, face to face, with folks in our community that have never even heard of turning or
lathes:) oh and we earned money for future demonstrations!
I attended a club work day and cleaned my little heart out alongside 25 other folks. I felt
pride and ownership when I was done:)
These are just a few of my perceived take aways from belonging to a local club. Believe
me I could go on and on. I’ll save some detail for another day.
Faithfully yours,
Carolyn Adams
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Membership Memo…
By Alan Fisher

Happy New Year to the CWT Membership!
My name is Alan Fisher and I am pleased to serve as the CWT Membership Chair
for 2020. I am at wood turning and one of the great benefits I have received since
becoming a member one year ago is the fellowship and interaction we have during
our monthly meetings! I always come away with new techniques and ideas that I
try to put into my “turning” practice. Our instructors and monthly demonstrators are
so patient and really try to provide clear, concise instructions. Kudos to our tech team
who work very hard each month providing clear close ups of the turning demos to further
aid our understanding. I believe we have the best Newsletter Editor and Webmaster hands down!
The Newsletter is well organized and the array of articles provides something for everyone! The CWT is blessed to
have a talented turner and chef who prepares excellent convenient meals for us each month and we have a great
facility manager who make sure our environment and tools are in “tip top” shape!
I am looking forward to getting to know all the members of CWT! If you have ideas or comments for the Membership Committee on how CWT can serve you in your passion for wood turning, please let us know!
2020 can be the best year yet for wood turning in Georgia if you participate and involved!

Theodore Scott Phillips
Becky and Allen Phillips are the proud
parents of Theodore (Theo) Scott
Phillips, born September 14, 2019.
Since Becky and Allen have a family
membership in Chattahoochee Woodturners, so I think this should qualify
Theo Phillips to be our newest and also
our youngest member! Congratulations Becky and Allen.
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From Tree to Bowl
DEMONSTRATOR:
FRANK BOWERS
Frank has demoed for CWT at
past mtgs, His expertise
includes a lot of experience
turning bowls. Frank will
demo taking a chunk of tree to
a rough out bowl. In the 2nd
part of the demo he will turn a
warped dried bowl into a
finish turned piece.

Hands On Woodturning
Session, Tues. Jan 21, 2020:

Mike Peace will be the lead facilitator.
Come and enjoy some fun and fellowship with your turning buddies! And maybe
even learn new and creative techniques in woodturning. No skill prerequisites
required, come as you are. We will turn a handle and make a beading and parting
tool from a HSS blank. This type of tool would typically cost from $40 to $50!
We will also make some sanding butter of beeswax and mineral oil and a
homemade sanding abrasive similar to Yorkshire grit or UBeaut EEE. Participants
should leave with a new versatile tool and a container of sanding butter for wet
sanding and a container of sanding abrasive paste! As always, club tools are
available for participants to use but we encourage you to bring your own tools to
learn to sharpen or because you may be more familiar with them.
• Time: 10AM – 2PM.
• Bring a lunch. Cold drinks in the refrigerator for a buck.
• Cost for this double header activity will be $10 to cover all of the supplies.

Feedback!

We welcome feedback and ideas for
our newsletter. Please feel free to
reach out with suggestions and/or
offer content! Email:
srwalkerdesigns@gmail.com

Ken’s Korner
JanuaryDinner Menu:
Chilli & rice!
*Drink + Meal $5.00*

Videographers
Schedule
November:
Robbie Morgan
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2020 EVENT SCHEDULE

Club Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Baxter’s Belmont Shop. Pre-meetings start at 6PM,
with a light meal and drink available for $5. Presentation at 7PM. We break up around 9.

Monthly Hands on Woodturning (HOW) is 3rd Tuesday of the month from 10AM–2PM. Bring a lunch!

DATE

EVENT

FACILITATOR

TOPIC

January 14th

Club Meeting Demo

Frank Bowers

From Tree to Bowl

January 21st

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

Beading & Partin Tool

February 11th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

February 18th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

March 10th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

March 17th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Gibson

TBD

April 14th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

April 21st

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

May 12th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

May 19th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

June 9th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

June 16th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Gibson

TBD

July 14th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

July 21st

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

August 11th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

August 18th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

September 8th

Club Meeting Demo

TBD

TBD

September 15th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

September

Turning Southern Style Symposium

October 13th

Club Meeting Demo

Jim Tallery

TBD

October 20th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Gibson

TBD

November 10th

Club Meeting Demo

Joe Schlawin and Wes Jones

TBD

November 17th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD

December 8th

Christmas Party!

December 15th

Hands on Woodturning

Mike Peace

TBD
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CWT Christmas Gathering Recap
The 2019 Chattahoochee Woodturners Christmas Party
was a record setter in several ways! First, we had 53
paid reservations, which is the highest ever. Then, the
fundraising events, including the raffle, live auction and
silent auction, yielded a total of $4,430, which is over
$1,100 higher than any of our other Christmas parties!
Thanks to all of you who solicited or donated items for
these fundraisers.
We want to give a special thanks to Judy Pannell who
donated several items from Al Pannell’s collections,
raising $310, and to David Holcombe, Sarah Baxter’s
brother, who donated items that raised over $850, plus
many tools, pen kits and blanks he donated for the
raffle. Amazing!
Of course, none of this would have resulted in this record fundraising if all of you
who attended had not been so generous
in buying raffle tickets and bidding on
the 39 live and silent auction items.
Wes Jones deserves special recognition, having purchased or sold to
friends $120 worth of raffle tickets.
Way to go, Wes.
Special thanks also to Ken
Spruill, our resident chef, for
another delicious meal, and to
LaFern Chandler for the decorations
on the ornament table, food service table
and the dining tables.
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TIP OF THE MONTH
NEED MORE LIGHT?

S

BY MIKE PEACE

I needed more light in my shop and was

aware everyone is beginning to replace their
old fluorescents with LED tubes. Any easy
solution is to buy a new 4ft LED shop

fixture that comes with a couple of LED

bulbs. But you may have a cheaper solution.

The old fat T12 fluorescent bulbs are getting
harder to find and the price of LEDs are

coming down. You can simply retrofit your
old 4ft fluorescent fixture, whether it uses

T12s or the smaller, newer T8s. They both
use the same bulb holders.
Their are two options:
Buy the 4ft T8 that can work with most fixtures using the existing ballast. This is the easiest solution if your fixture is

fairly new. But be aware that the LED bulbs that use a ballast without rewiring may not work in your older T12 fixtures.
You can get the model of the ballast and look them up on-line at the bulb manufactures website. Information is on the
outside of the bulb package,

The other approach and the one I chose since my fixture was probably more than 30 years old, was to buy the type of
LEDs that do not use a ballast. They are about the same price but you do need to do a simple rewiring to bypass the
ballast. The LED bulb manufacturer provides the instructions.

Chattahoochee Woodturners Scholarships
Chattahoochee Woodturners has a woodturning scholarship program for those who have been
members of CWT for 12 months or more and who are also members of the American Association
of Woodturners. For more details about this program and to download an application form, go to the CWT website,
www.chattahoocheewoodturners.com, and click on the “Scholarship” title in the middle of the home page. Once
you’ve completed the application, turn it in to the CWT Secretary, Herschel Meaders for review and processing.
http://www.chattahoocheewoodturners.com/chattahoochee-woodturners-training-scholarship-program/
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Useful Resources

JOIN THE MEMBERS ONLY CWT FACEBOOK GROUP! Members are
encouraged to join this group for woodturning discussion. We invite you to
post pictures of your work to inspire others, ask questions, or share links to
articles or videos that you have created or found useful about woodturning.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/677026175759888
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS (AAW) has created a
searchable video library with videos that have been screened for content and
safety. You can access this at http://www.woodturner.org/page/LPVideos. It
is highly recommended you join this fantastic organization. Their bi-monthly
publication American Woodturner is worth the price of admission alone. A
recent addition to the resources offered is Woodturning FUNdamentals: A
members-only web-based learning portal for building strong woodturning
skills and essential techniques. Designed for new turners! (tiny.cc/WoodFun)
MIKE PEACE has a library of YouTube demonstration videos on his
woodturning channel! https://www.youtube.com/user/mpax356/videos
BANDSAW BLADES from www.woodcraftbands.com They offer a blade just
like the Highland Woodworking’s Turners blade for green wood but 40%
cheaper for an order of 5. Shipping is about $10.
WOODTURNERS WONDERS Ken Rizza offers a large selection of sanding and
sharpening tools, CBN wheels, grinders, lathe lamps, respirators, sanding
discs, mandrels and random orbit sanders and very reasonable prices.
678-442-9454, woodturnerswonders.com, kjrdistributing@gmail.com
WOODTURNERS MARKET A facebook page dedicated to vetted sellers of
quality wood! Lead by local seller, Elisabeth Ross of Two Tree Boyz Wood, if
you don’t see what you are looking for just ask and sellers will jump to
accomodate you! This is a closed group so you must ask to join.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/woodturnersmarket/
TWO TREE BOYZ WOOD processes tree service green waste into turning
stock for turners all over the US wanting to acquire quality pieces easily.
Since our inventory turns over rapidly, we are unable to list stock on our site.
You can buy buy scheduling a visit to Buford location, by joining VIP
Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2treeboyzvip),
ordering a sample box, or filling out the request form here:
https://changedtoart.com//wood-shop.
PEACHTREE WOODWORKING SUPPLY https://www.ptreeusa.com Huge
internet sales and the largest vendor at the Annual Wood shows around the
country. Always generous when asked for help. Gives Gwinnett WW
members 10% off.

CRAFT SUPPLIES offers a 13% club discount for a group purchase of $1,000
or more. https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com
SHEFFIELD WOODTURNING Professional grade wood lathe steady rests
designed to fit your 24", 22", 20", 18", 16" or 12" swing lathe. Crafted with
the highest attention to quality, these multipurpose tools provide support
for bowls, hollow forms and spindle work. Working with your Cole Jaws, the
steady rest will serve to reverse chuck hollow forms and bowls for turning
and finishing the base. Rob Sheffield 770-597-1157
https://sheffieldwoodturning.com/steady-rest

Join Our FB Page!
A great resource for fellowship,
advice, and news
from your fellow club members!

facebook.com/groups/677026175759888

Woodturning Instruction
The following club members give private instruction in their shops:
Mike Gibson

770-294-3135 • msgibson00@gmail.com
www.MichaelGibsonWoodturner.com
Dealer for Thompson Tools & Trend Diamond Sharping
Wes Jones

678-634-7537 • wwjones@comcast.net
www.wesjoneswoodturner.com
Bill Lynch

678-425-8056 • hughlynch@att.net
Jack Morse

770-316-7941 • Jackmorse3@gmail.com
Mike Peace

770-362-4308 • www.MikePeaceWoodturning.com
Joe Schlawin

219-671-6751 • jrs2tools@att.net
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